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• The City has participated in environmental initiatives for several 
years and continues to identify new opportunities

• Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design certified 
• Participant with Carbon Disclosure Project (CDP)
• Participant in American Council for an Energy Efficient Economy (ACEEE) 

benchmarking survey



Background
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• Recent sustainability initiatives include:
• In the summer of 2020, the City elected to offset 70-80% of annual energy consumption through 

participation in the Evergy Direct Renewable program. Today, roughly 75% of the energy 
consumed by the City of Wichita is generated by the Ponderosa Wind Farm. 

• Parking garages were updated with new LED fixtures with motion sensors and daylight controls to 
reduce energy demand. 

• Wichita Transit welcomed four brand new electric buses in late 2019. Seven additional zero-
emissions buses were added to the fleet and primarily operate on the QLine and supplement other 
routes. 

• Ongoing sustainability initiatives include:
• Water Conservation Rebate Program
• Neighborhood Cleanups
• Recycling of various items from operations: oils, batteries, asphalt, cardboard



Environmental Partnerships
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• In April 2021, the City entered into an agreement with Wichita State 
University’s Environmental Finance Center to develop a list of additional, 
potential sustainability initiatives and projects.  

• Effort will include development of a scoring matrix to prioritize project list
• It is recommended that a Sustainability Integration Board be formed to 

evaluate, prioritize, and implement sustainability initiatives. 



Sustainability Integration Board
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• Should include representative membership from the community and 
be collaborative, inclusive, and diverse. 

• Board should include new members and members from existing 
boards.

• Integration across relevant existing advisory boards
• Allows for greater efficiency in evaluating and implementing projects
• Utilizes existing expertise within administration and governance



Sustainability Integration Board
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• Membership to consist of seven residents appointed by City Council 
that represent at least one of the following areas of expertise: 

Business/industry Food systems
Climate change and resilience Green building
Economic development Local environment issues
Emergency management Natural ecosystems
Energy use/conservation Renewable energy
Finance Transportation



Sustainability Integration Board
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• Membership to consist of seven representatives appointed by the 
following boards and commissions: 

Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Board
Board of Park Commissioners

Diversity, Inclusion and Civil Rights 
Advisory Board

Mayor’s Youth Council
Metropolitan Area Planning Commission

Stormwater Advisory Board
Transit Advisory Board



Sustainability Integration Board
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• Each member shall have the same duties and responsibilities, 
including the right to vote on matters coming before the board. 

• Make advisory policy recommendations to the City Council on issues 
relating to the environment, efforts or programs to address 
environmental issues such as air quality, water quality, and resource 
conservation relating to the protection and integrity of the natural 
environment. 



Preliminary Timeline
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Next Steps

• Continue development of sustainability efforts with Environmental 
Finance Center.

• Use standardized boards and committees application process to seat 
new members of Sustainability Integration Board and identify 
appointees from existing boards

• Begin drafting environmental adaption and mitigation plans.
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Recommendations

Place the ordinance on first reading and 
approve necessary signatures. 
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